
Madison Park 

Madison Park was originally inhabited by the Duwamish Tribe. The tribe called the area, in English, 

“where one chops” because hunting, fishing and the forest around here involved chopping. 

In the 1860’s Judge John McGilvra developed this area. He acquired 420 acres at $5.00 an acre. It was 

school land and the sale help finance the University of Washington. McGilvra cut a road through 

(Madison St.) and set aside 24 acres to be used as a park, hence Madison Park. 

 

 From Starbucks (4000 E. Madison) cross Madison street at cross walk.  

 R on Madison St. 

 L on 39th E. which turns into Hillside Dr. E. 

 Follow Hillside Dr. E. going south until Lake Washington Blvd. 

 At Lk WA Blvd, take a right and then the first L, which is 37th Ave E. 

 L on 37th Ave E. which turns into Dorffel Dr. E, until taking a gentle L onto E. John 

 After gentle L on E. John, then down to Viretta Park and down the steps to former Curt Cobain 

home 

 L on Lk Wa. Blvd. E. (Street not marked here) 

 R on McGilvra Blvd. E. 

 R on E. Galer 

 L on 42nd Ave E. 

 R on E. Garfield 

 L on 43rd Ave E. 

 Madison Park and restrooms, then continue N on 43rd Ave E. 

 L. on E Lynn 

 R on 41st Ave E. 

 L on E McGilvra St. 

 R on 37th Ave E. (Beaver Sanctuary) 

 R on 38th Ave E 

 L on E Garfield St. 

 L on 39th Ave E. 

 R on E Newton St. 

 R on McGilvra Blvd. E 

 Return to Starbucks 

 

 

  



 


